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Travis Monuments helps Restore Monuments in Historic

Mount Moor Cemetery

NYACK,NY— On May 1, 1865, three weeks after Gen-
eral Robert E. Lee surrendered at the Appomattox Court
House, ending the Civil War, the first Memorial Day was
observed. A Memorial Day service held in West Nyack
on Memorial Day at Mount Moor Cemetery provided
a direct connection to the origins of the solemn holiday.
One of the ten veterans, whose headstones were replaced
and unveiled at Mount Moor Cemetery was Solomon
Miller, a witness to Lee’s surrender.

The recent restoration of this historic black burial
ground has been undertaken by 7he Friends of Mount
Moor Cemetery, which was founded earlier this year to
protect the graveyard. Charles Minozzi and the crew
from Travis Monuments were on-site digging foun-

dations, installing bases,
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Five of the ten headstones bro\iided by the Dpartméﬁi Vétefé’ns~ffa|rs in the Mount Moor Cemetery,
a historic Black burial ground. Charles Minozzi and the crew from Travis Monuments provided the mate-
rials and labor to dig the foundations, install the bases, and then set each of the ten new monuments.
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“Mount Moor Ceme-
tery hasn’t been cared for
in decades, but is now be-
ing restored into a really
beautiful place,” said An-
thony Minozzi, president
of Hudson Valley Monu-
ments Group. “As a mem-
ber of the local communi-
ty, it seemed like the right
thing to do for our com-

ice and store compactly
gravesides or churches.
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pany to become involved
and donate our services to
the project.”

Mount Moor Cemetery
had its beginning when the
land was deeded to William
H. Moore, Stephen Samu-
els, and Isaac Williams on
July 7, 1849, by James and
Jane Benson as a “burying
ground for colored people”.
Over the years, the cem-
etery has provided burial
space for colored people, in-
cluding veterans of the Civ-
il War, the Spanish-Ameri-
can War, World War I and
I1, and the Korean War. The
grounds have been main-
tained since 1940 by the
Mount Moor Cemetery Asso-
ciation, Inc.

“While our family was
attending the service on
Memorial Day, we were
asked by the town supervi-
sor of Clarkstown, George
Hoehmann to provide our expertise in restoring oth-
er areas of the cemetery,” added Minozzi. “We are more
than happy to donate our help with these other monu-
ments and look forward to starting on them soon.”

Based out of Nyack, NY, the Travis Monuments Group
has been providing monument services and memorial
products for more than 100 years. They are members of
the New York State Monument Builders Association and the
Monument Builders of North America.

One of the ten veteran’s head-
stones, replaced this month
at Mount Moor Cemetery by
Travis Monuments and un-
veiled during a ceremony
on Memorial Day, belonged
to Solomon Miller, a wit-
ness to Lee’s surrender at the
Appomattox Court House.




