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Teamwork Brings a Vision to Reality
NYACK,NY— With more i, 'L bt v iy Couaral L SR A

than a century of time-test-
ed monument and mausole-
um designs and installations,
Travis Monuments was
well-suited to fulfill an un-

REIMBURSEMEgTS AVATU/AGTST  common request for a fam-
FR(;R" SEP-IIEMBER 11™ ~ily: two side-by-side mau-

soleums on adjacent lots at
St. Anthony’s Cemetery in
Nanuet, NY. Each was to be
distinct yet complementa-
ry, serving as 20 final resting
places for the customer and

Karansky and Bussen her extended family.
announce the launch of The project was complex

EAREWELLING,DIGITAL PLATFORM; G "rer levels requlring
: ) N the expertise acquired by
; it Travis through four gen-

erations. The customer’s
vision included a variety
of unique specifications —
some not aligning with the
regulations of the cemetery,
and others needing innova-
tive thinking to formulate.
Yet the professionals at Tra-
vis welcomed the opportu-
nity to fulfill the family’s =
wish. “From the start, we were commit- eration of Travis Monuments.
ted to making the customer’s vision a real-  Customization has been the cornerstone
ity. That required much strategic thinking, of all of Travis' work since 1899, so part-
skill and collaboration,” remarked Antho-  nering with the industry’s most-respected
ny Minozzi, vice president and fourth gen- CONTINUED ON PAGE A15
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Teamwork Brings a Vision to Reality

Anthony Minozzi

specialists — architects, en-
gineers, stone quarries and
other artisans — was noth-
ing new. Working as a team,
they tackled the project with
resourcefulness and a fo-
cused determination.

The client, an accomplished businesswoman, had a
clear vision of the finished project. Because four families
would rest in these buildings, she wanted each mausole-
um to reflect distinct characteristics yet coincide. To that
end, one was designed to have a refined appearance, pol-
ished with a smooth, glossy finish. The companion build-
ing was made to look rustic and rough-hewn, achieved
by more of a hand-chiseled surface. To create even more
differentiation, one of Travis’ master designers added an-
other layer of elevation change to this facade.

At the root of the customer’s concept were life-size, free-
standing statues, a design element not within the ceme-
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EQUIPMENT

Overhead view of the crane placing the mausoleum

tery’s regulations. The team, which included cemetery per-
sonnel, collaborated and proposed an idea that adhered
both to the customer’s goal as well as the cemetery’s. To
create the visual effect of freestanding statues, without en-
casing them in a niche, parts of the walls would be re-
moved, and the statues carved into what remained. This
technique, known as Bas Relief Sculpture, is a rare art
form. On one mausoleum, as envisioned by the customer,
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Charles Minozzi
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The Minozzis on site

Saint Michael the Archangel was carved to be muscular,
with definition that was not overstated. The accompany-
ing female angel needed to have a certain physique and
bearing. This particular set of sculptures has gained indus-
try wide acknowledgment for their design and execution.
CONTINUED ON PAGE A19
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The appearance of black
marble was the customer’s
preference for the buildings,
but because marble may not
weather well in the north-
eastern climate, granite with
a marbled look was better-
suited. While this particu-
lar granite is extraordinarily
durable, harvesting pieces in
the size and configuration
needed does not occur easily.
In the construction of mau-
soleums, Travis uses only

FUNERAL HOME & CEMETERY NEWS Section A
Continued from Page A15

single-piece natural rock whenever possible. Man-made will
not last forever and joining two pieces together may result in
eventual leaks. Rock of Ages’ Black Mist Quarry in Penn-
sylvania is the only quarry in North America which can pro-
vide solid slabs of marbled granite in the required size and
appearance. Yet in the section which was in operation at that
time, harvesting blocks which met specifications was a chal-
lenging undertaking. “Rock of Ages could not have been
a more cooperative partner,” commented Minozzi. To keep
the process moving along, they overnighted the substantial
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blocks for approval. It took multiple attempts before finally
yielding the precise four pieces for walls, roofs and floors.

But the challenge of the granite was not over. The mas-
sive slabs still had to be finished, carved and then assem-
bled so the process of personalization and carving could
not begin until suitable pieces were harvested.

Once the slabs arrived in the plant, they were hand carved,
polished and lettered to personalize all of the design ele-
ments for the family. Then, in an ideal climate-controlled
environment, they were assembled using industry-leading
technology. Once fully cured, each mausoleum — still par-
tially unassembled — was shipped on a dedicated trailer to

CONTINUED ON PAGE A22
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the cemetery where Travis’ custom mausoleum builders com-
pleted assembly and added customization elements such as
facade and parapet, a hand-carved Celtic cross on one, a step
into the entryway, stained glass windows and other artistic el-
ements to beautify and enhance the structures.

Installment of the 50,000-pound mausoleums at the ceme-
tery was as large a challenge as the buildings themselves. Trans-
porting the massive slabs and enhancements required a dedi-
cated oversize-load trailer. Cranes and rigging did the heavy
lifting. Most importantly, however, the amount of experience
and artisanship on site at the installation was nothing short of
industry leading. The on-site team included Minozzi’s father
— veteran mausoleum builder and installer Charles Minozzi
— as well as a highly respected crew which travels throughout
the northeast on technical projects such as this one.

St. Anthony’s Cemetery was dedicated to a quality outcome from
the beginning. “The cemetery professionals quickly became an in-
tegral part of the team that contributed to the overall success, al-
lowing us such accommodations as early arrival and set up and flex-
ibility when inclement weather
interfered with our schedule,”
noted Anthony Minozzi, who
could not be more pleased.

“The project went flawlessly
because everyone did more than
what was expected,” he contin-
ued. “No one ever lost sight that
these were not just buildings
but final resting places of some-
one’s family.”

St. Anthony’s Roman Catho-
lic Cemetery was started in the
year 1899. The Cemetery of-
fers a continual place of comfort
and peace for those who are part
of their living parish.

Located in Nyack, NY, Travis
Monuments has been provid-
ing elegant monument services
and products for more than 100
years. They are members of the
New York State Monument Build-
ers Association and the Monument

Builders of North America.

Route of Lincoln’s Funeral Train

President Lincoln had died. The country was stunned
and the funeral profession would be forever changed
over the next 20 days. There’s been nothing comparable
to Lincoln’s final odyssey. It made the unreal real for mil-
lions, some 90 years before the advent of television.

This is the final piece in our 18 part series on the Lincoln
Funeral. We finish up here with a bit of trivia I have col-
lected over the years — most of which I share during my
presentations of the Lincoln assassination program, which
so often is to a packed house. I have found that even those
that dislike history have a great interest in the Lincoln fu-
neral. Anyway that is one old undertaker’s opinion. ~-TVB

Lincoln Trivia

The items in Abraham Lincoln’s pockets the night of
the assassination were as follows:
* A pocketknife
* A linen handkerchief
* Asleeve button
* A fancy watch fob
* Two pairs of spectacles
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* A lens polisher

* A tiny pencil

Tiny fragments of red

and green hard candy

* A fine brownish pow-
der which appeared to be
snuff

e A brown leather wallet (one
section was engraved “U.S. Cur-
rency” and another section was engraved
“Notes”.)

¢ The wallet contained: a Confederate five dollar note,
nine old newspaper clippings. Included among these
clippings were two articles of praise and five others deal-
ing with issues that were on Lincoln’s mind during the
final months of his life.

Lincoln loved dogs. As a boy Lincoln’s dog was named
Honey. While living in Springfield, Lincoln had a dog
named Fido which the Lincoln boys adored. In the White
House the Lincoln’s had a dog named Jip. Lincoln also
liked kittens and cats. The name of Lincoln’s White House
cat was Tabby, and Lincoln would feed both the dog and
the cat from the dinner table. In fact the cat was given a
chair right next to the president, and Lincoln fed the cat
with the White House utensils that he himself was using to
eat his food! Mary Lincoln felt this habit was in poor taste.

Lincoln hated the name Abe. No one would have used
Abe in his presence. Lincoln valued his escape from pover-
ty into a dignified successful life and thought that Abe was
beneath him. Obviously others agreed with him; his own
wife always called him Mr. Lincoln throughout their life
together and even after his death.

For 87 years it was thought no photographs of Lincoln
existed of him with the coffin open. In 1952, 14 year old
Ronald Rietveld discovered a photo hidden in the Illinois
State Historical Library while researching the papers of
Lincoln’s personal secretaries. The photograph had been
taken by photographer Jeremiah Gurney, Jr. on April 24,
1865 as the body lay in state in City Hall in New York.
The photo, confiscated by Secretary of War Edwin Stan-

ton, was unknown until re-discovered by Rietveld. Dr.

Rietveld retired in 2009 as a professor emeritus
at California State University in Fullerton.

Lincoln did not attend his own fa-

ther’s funeral, nor did he visit his father

on the old man’s death bed. Upon being

informed of his father’s declining health,

Lincoln refused to visit him and asked his step-

brother to “Say to him that if we could meet now,

it is doubtful whether it would not be more painful
than pleasant.” Thomas Lincoln died five days later.

Abrabam Lincoln, raised by Baptist parents, occa-
sionally attended the Presbyterian Church in Spring-
field and Washington. The Lincolns were married by
an Episcopal minister. However, Lincoln never joined a
church during his life. He sporadically attended services
with his wife as she was a member of the Presbyterian
Church and he was not.

Once a shot was fired through Lincoln’s hat while
the president was on horseback near the Soldier’s
Home. Lincoln said it was a hunter who lost his aim,
but it was probably a sniper! The incident happened in
August of 1864. Lincoln asked that no mention of it be
made to the public as this would worry his wife Mary.

Next month begins the new series, Rest In Peace,
Myr. President. The goal of this series is to feature, in
presidential order, the uniqueness of the presidential fu-
neral programs.

Todd W. Van Beck is associated with John A. Gupton College in
Nashville, and has been an author, teacher, practitioner, and speak-
er for over 40 years. On May 30, 2018 Van Beck celebrated 50
years in funeral service. You can reach Todd at 615-327-3927.
g/aﬁg Contributors share insights and
exchange ideas.
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