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Monument for Putnam’s Survival Tree
Arrives in Time for 9-11 Memorial

By Eric Gross

An offspring of a severely damaged tree
discovered at Ground Zero, with snapped
roots and burned and broken branches after
the attacks of Sept. 11, is now part of the
sacred ground known as the Putnam Heroes
Monument in Carmel. And, hours before the
county’s 9-11 Memorial Ceremony last week
(Sept. 11), a bronze and stone monument
created to go with the tree was installed.

The original tree was removed from the
rubble weeks after that fateful morning and
was placed in the care of the NYC Depart-
ment of Parks and Recreation.

Following its recovery and rehabilitation
the tree was returned to the Ground Zero
Memorial in 2010. New, smooth limbs ex-
tended from the gnarled stumps creating a
visible demarcation between the tree’s past
and present. Today, the Callery Pear tree
stands as a living reminder of survival,
rebirth and resilience.

Each year since that time the Nine-Eleven
Memorial Committee donates seedlings from
the survivor tree to three communities that
have endured tragedy in recent years.

Through the efforts of retired Police Of-
ficer John Kerwick and the John Browne
High School in Flushing Queens, Putnam
County was presented an offspring of the
Survival Tree that was delivered to Corner-
stone Park in May.

Last Wednesday afternoon (Sept. 9),
members of the committee met with Charles
Minetta of Putnam County Monuments and
with mason and Kent Highway Superin-
tendent Richard Othmer, and installed the

“As a symbol of hope and endurance, this
seedling was planted in recognition of the
devoted efforts of those Putnam County he-
roes in healthcare, emergency and essential
services along with countless volunteers
who fought and kept our community healthy,
safe and sustained during the coronavirus
disease pandemic. We also remember those
who have passed as a result of this pandemic:
Dedicated September 11, 2020.”

Denis Hanrahan, who coordinates Put-
nam’s 9-11 Memorial Service each Sep-
tember, said the Putnam Heroes Memorial
Committee was approached last year with
an offer to receive one of the offspring of
the survival tree: “We decided to accept the
tree this year as we fight thru the pandemic
and dedicate it to honor Putnam’s health care
workers who have fought and brought us
back to health while easing the transition of
those who passed as well as to the members
of emergency services field who transported
scores of individuals to medical facilities
while keeping the community safe in addi-
tion to members of essential services who
sustained us through these difficult times. We
also cannot forget the volunteers who have
tried to fill the economic and societal voids
the crisis has caused. The commemoration
of the tree’s planting will also remember
those who have endured and those who have
succumbed to this horrible illness.”

The tree has been entered into the World
Trade Center registry.

Upper right, Richard Othmer and his son,
Alex, assist Charles Minetta in positioning
the monument.

Your local library offers free internet access and
support to help make sure you are counted!

https://2020census.gov/

monument which reads:

Letters to the Editor

On Racism &
Bigotry

NOTE: This letter is in re-
action to Cunningham’s Cor-
ner, issues of Sept. 8 (Cou-
rier) and Sept. 9 (PCNR).

To the Editor,

Thank you so much for
writing this!

I spent the first 30 years of
my life in Putnam Valley ...
my grandparents had a sum-
mer home on Lake Oscawana
from 1950-80. I was very
aware of how white it was
... that it was known as the
headquarters of the KKK.
Perhaps because we were
Jews and it was so close to

Opposed to
NYSEG Hike

NOTE: This letter was sent
to the NYS Public Service
Commission by the Carmel
Town Supervisor.

RE: New York State Elec-
tric and Gas Rate Increase
Request

On behalf of the residents
and business owners of the
Town of Carmel, Putnam
County, New York, I am
writing to you to express
my opposition to NYSEG’s
proposed rate increase of
more than 20% over a three
(3) year period.

The residents of the Town
of Carmel deserve better
service and support from
NYSEG. The abnormal fre-
quency and length of power
outages are occurring at a
rate that is not acceptable.

the Holocaust, my family
was very involved in the
civil rights movement and
this was a great sorrow to
me growing up.

My grandparents sold the
house and I was gone for
almost 30 years. When I
bought my house seven years
ago ... same lake ... I was
shocked at how much hadn’t
changed. But one thing that
was different is how many
People of Color now live
here, even on the lake which
had been 100% white when
I was growing up.

I know this is still a bas-
tion of conservatism. The
Trump flags on the lake are
a constant reminder, as was
the Trump car caravan dis-
rupting the BLM Rally in the

The Public Service Com-
mission which regulates
NYSEG and other utility
companies in the state of
New York should direct NY-
SEG to make immediate
upgrades and improvements
to its infrastructure (harden-
ing its delivery systems) to
withstand future weather-
related events.

No rate increases should
be considered or approved
until NYSEG had demon-
strated that they have made
significant improvements
to their operating system
in an effort to reduce the
frequency of outages and
significantly lessen the dura-
tion of power interruptions.

Thank you in advance for
your attention to this very
important matter.

Kenneth Schmitt
CARMEL TowN SUPERVISOR
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local news,

PV Town Park a month ago. I
was heartened by the people
who were there to support
the teens who organized
the rally, and disgusted by
those who felt the need to
disrupt it with their huge
trumpet and American flags
(as if it’s American to be for
trumpets)!

I also worry about the mes-
sage they send, that thisis a
place of hate and ugliness is
so counter to the beauty we
are surrounded with! Thank
you again for focusing a
spotlight on this.

Robin Bass
LAKE OSCAWANA
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Are you and
your family protected?

When was the last time you looked at
your will? Has it been reviewed by an
attorney? Do you know how to locate
the original documents? Or, better
yet, have you ever hired an attorney
to draft your will, power of attorney
or health care proxy? Has the thought
crossed your mind that it may be time
to get your estate in order? Are you
familiar with the changes in law that
may have an impact on your overall
estate and planning for the future?
Have you thought of Medicaid
planning and probate avoidance?

If interested in a free review of your
estate plan and consultation, call
Rachel Flanagan Frost, Esq., (in home
appointments available upon request).

Law Office of Rachel Flanagan Frost
21 Old Main Street, Suite 200B
Fishkill, NY 12524

Tel: 845-896-0835
www.RachelFlanaganLaw.com

CALL NOW FOR A
FREE CONSULTATION

845-896-0835




